convergence during continent-continent collision. This is an important issue for two 27 reasons. The first is that it is part of the more general problem of how faults in the 28 upper crust collectively produce the velocity fields required by plate motions. The 29 second is that strike-slip faults are common features in the geological record of the 30 continents, but it is not always easy to determine why such faulting took place. Active 31 tectonics provides data and constraints not available in ancient settings, principally 32 through studies of decadal to millennial slip vectors (via GPS and seismicity studies) 33 and through use of the landscape to deduce deformation patterns. The approach is to 34 use case studies from different regions to make general conclusions about the way the 35 strike-slip faults in the upper crust behave during continental deformation. It is not 36 intended to be a systematic account of every active strike-slip fault in SW Asia, nor 37 does it dwell on the many other aspects of the collision. Other papers (e.g. . There is no consensus on a precise age for the start of 241 motion on the NAF, despite several estimates of ~5 Ma (see Bozkurt, 2001 ). The 242 GPS-derived slip rate (24±1 mm/yr) achieves the total offset of 80-85 km in only ~3.5 243 million years, less than most geological estimates for the fault age. It seems that: i) the 244 slip-rate is higher now than in the past (but this is uncertain), and ii) the fault has not 245 been active since the start of collision (this is more definite). Anatolian Fault (Kocyigit and Beyhan, 1998 ) is disputed (Westaway, 1999) . 258
However, as the triple junction at the eastern end of NAF and EAF should migrate 259 west with time, it is difficult to see how any of these inactive left-lateral faults in 260 eastern Anatolia were the precise equivalent of the modern EAF. 261
262

Elements in strain partitioning 263
Plate boundaries are rarely orthogonal to plate vectors (Woodcock, 1986 is therefore oblique to the north-south plate convergence, and cannot achieve it on its 277 own. The answer is the combination of this thrusting with adjacent strike-slip faulting, 278
in an example of so-called strain partitioning (Figure 4) . showed that present slip rates in the eastern Alborz require ~10 million years to 328 achieve the total offset, suggesting that the present kinematics go back further in time. 
